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“Swedish Boy Knitting” by Anna Riwkin--Photo Researchers
©1966 Paul Hamlyn Ltd.  From The World of Children.

©“St. Helena Island, South Carolina” by Jeffery Allan Salter
©1992 by New African Visions, Incorporated.  Edited by Easter, Cheers, Brooks.
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PREWRITING AND DRAFTING

TOPIC:

Facing a challenge

THINKING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

Helen Keller, who was both deaf and blind, and grew up to become a fine writer and speaker, said,
“...we could never learn to be brave and patient, if there were only joy in the world.”

“You must do the thing you think you cannot do.”
Eleanor Roosevelt

“Challenges make you discover things about yourself that you never really knew.  They’re what
make the instrument stretch—what make you go beyond the norm.”

Cicely Tyson

“What doesn’t kill me makes me stronger.”
Albert Camus
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DIRECTIONS:

Continue to think about the topic and the materials you looked at earlier.

With your partners, go through the questions below.  You may go through them in any order you wish
as long as everyone has an opportunity to respond.  You may wish to spend more time on the questions
that most interest you and your partners.  You will have 10 minutes to discuss these.

TALKING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

• Tell about a time you successfully faced a challenge.

• What are some of the smaller challenges you have faced?  Have you ever lost a homework assign-
ment?  Lost the key to your house?  Had to fix something you broke?

• What are some of the larger challenges you might face?  Have you ever had to tell the truth even
when you knew it would be difficult?  Had to move to a new town?  Had to speak or perform in front
of an audience?  Had to compete in sports?  Had to rebuild after a fire or flood?
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WRITING ABOUT THE TOPIC:

Many people are able to learn and grow from personal challenges.  Write about facing a challenge.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

write about a time you successfully faced something you were afraid to do
OR

tell about your most difficult challenge
OR

discuss what a person can learn from facing a challenge
OR

describe how a person you admire has faced a challenge
OR

write about the topic in another way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination. Your
writing will be read by interested adults.

(You may use this area and the following pages for freewriting, clustering, outlining, webbing, listing,
etc.  When you are ready, you may begin your draft.)
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Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Grade 8

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

4 The central idea is clear and focused, and the writer uses creative, insightful detail.  The
organization helps unify the piece, and moves the reader easily through the text.  The voice
of the writer comes through in the rich and precise word choice and effective use of varied
sentence structure.  The text demonstrates varied use of standard writing conventions with
few errors.

3 The central idea is clear and focused, and the writer adds basic detail.  Overall organization
is apparent but may be too obviously structured; there may be extraneous detail which
interferes with unity.  The writing demonstrates varied sentence structure as well as
appropriate word choices, including some engaging vocabulary.  Surface feature errors may
occasionally distract the reader, but they don’t interfere with understanding.

2 The central idea is somewhat developed and the writer includes some detail.  However,
focus may shift and some details may be extraneous.  An attempt at organization is apparent
although ideas may lack a sense of wholeness.  Vocabulary is limited or inappropriate to the
task; sentence structure may be simple. Surface feature errors make understanding difficult.

1 The writing may show little or no development of a central idea, or may be too limited in
length to demonstrate proficiency.  Organization may be lacking or may seem arbitrary.
Vocabulary is limited; sentences may be choppy, incomplete, or rambling.   Numerous
surface feature errors may severely interfere with understanding.

Not ratable if:

off-task

illegible

written in a language other than English

blank/refused to respond
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Begin writing on this page.
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